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Living for Jesus Means Loving all People 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” 

-John 3:16 
 

Who can resist an invitation to a good party? Each year millions of people attend graduation parties, birthday 
parties, wedding parties, retirement parties, 4th of July parties, anniversary parties, sweet 16 parties, costume 
parties, New Year’s Eve parties, housewarming parties, pool parties, and maybe even a surprise party or two.  
Perhaps the one party not quite as common as these is the “I’m now a friend of Jesus” party. Yes, there really was 
such a party and it was hosted by a disciple named Matthew.   

Matthew was an interesting man. He was one of the older and wealthier apostles. Matthew had the unpopular 
job of being a tax collector. For whatever reason, Matthew decided he wanted to do this work, even though it 
meant that the Jews hated him.  Tax collectors were said to be friends of the hated Romans, so Matthew had very 
few Jewish friends.  He ran his tax collecting booth just outside the city of Capernaum, the small town where Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John lived, and where Jesus stayed during most of his ministry.  

Tax gathering was not a respected job to have. When the Roman writer Cicero made a list of the most vulgar 
trades in his day, the tax gatherers were among the worst people. These men were so despised that they were not 
even allowed to enter a local synagogue or the temple’s Court of Men, a place reserved for Jewish males. Do you 
remember that in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, the Bible says the tax collector stood at a 
distance?  That was because he was not allowed to enter that area of the temple. Matthew also knew he was hated. 
When he wrote his gospel, this is what he had to say about tax collectors, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and ‘sinners’?” (Matthew 9:11). “You did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did” 
(21:32). Matthew considered himself among the lowest sort of people. 

No doubt Matthew knew Peter, Andrew, James, and John, because they were fishermen, and he was the one 
who collected the tax on the fish they caught. But Matthew didn’t remain a tax collector.  Something changed him. 
Listen to what he says about his first meeting with Jesus, “As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me,’ he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him” (9:9). 
Matthew left his tax collecting booth, never to return again. Matthew knew that he wanted to follow Jesus. He was 
so happy about meeting the Savior that he couldn’t keep this news to himself. He had to share it with his fellow 
“sinners,” so he decided to have a celebration, an “I’m now a friend of Jesus” party. His idea of a party was to 
celebrate his conversion, and Jesus was to be the guest of honor. We know it wasn’t just a small party.  It says in 
Luke 5, “Then Levi [Matthew] held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 
others were eating with them” (Luke 5:29).  

Matthew invited his “sinner” friends, and right in the middle of the party was Jesus. But those who saw what 
was going on complained.  They asked, “How can Jesus eat with such terrible sinners?” But Jesus had the perfect 
answer.  He said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. . . . For I have not come to call the righteous, 
but the sinners” (Matthew 9:12,13).  Jesus told them that he loves all people.  He isn’t choosy about whom he comes 
to.  He doesn’t look for a special group of people to hang around with. No, Jesus is a friend to sinners, and he wants 
everyone to be saved.  What a lesson we can learn from watching Jesus enjoying himself at Matthew’s party.  He 
teaches us that living for Jesus means loving all people, because everyone needs the Savior. 
Serving You in Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 
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Grandparents Day Program:  Grades 

3K-5th will be putting on a program for 
grandparents (and aunts, uncles, parents, etc.) 
next Wednesday, October 26th.  
 
We will have chapel at 9:00 that morning, and 
following chapel will continue with the 
activities being planned. 
 
All grandparents and other relatives are 
invited to join us for chapel at 9:00 and for the 
activities/program, which will be done at 
11:00. 
 
Grab and Go snacks will be available during 
our Grandparents Day Open House. If anyone 
is interested in helping to provide muffins, 
cookies, or bars - please let your child's 
teacher know. Thank You!  
 

School Schedule 10/26-10/28:  
Parents, please take note of the upcoming 
school schedule. 
Wed, 10/26: We will dismiss at noon. 
   No buses at noon. 
Thurs, 10/27: No School (3K-8th) 
Fri, 10/28:  No School (3K-8th) 
Our teachers will be attending state teachers’ 
conferences in Milwaukee on the 27th and 
28th. On the days we don’t have school, the 
ELC will be open for childcare. 
 

If you haven’t filled out the Grandparents’ Day 
survey yet, please take a few moments to do 
so. The link is below.  
This survey is meant for all parents, and will 
help give us a count of how many children will 
be staying to eat hot lunch and how many will 
be leaving at 11:00 after the program is done. 
There will NOT be busing home at noon, so 
please make arrangements for transportation 
for your child(ren). 
Grandparents Day Survey 

Trunk or Treat:  Trunk or Treat will be 

held on Sunday, October 30, from 4:00-6:00.  
Children are encouraged to dress up in 
costumes if they wish. 
We are in need of volunteers who would be 
willing to decorate their trunks and bring 
treats to be handed out. If you would like to 
participate or have questions, please contact 
Mrs. Shadrick at 715-897-0903. 
We will have the tools necessary for pumpkin 
carving during Trunk or Treat, but please bring 
your own pumpkins. 
 

End of 1st Quarter:  The first quarter 

comes to an end next Wednesday, October 
26. Report cards will be sent home on Friday, 
November 4th. 
 

Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Parent-

teacher conferences will be held Monday 
through Thursday, November 7-10. If you 
haven’t yet filled out and returned your 
conference sign-up sheet, please do ASAP. 
Thanks! 
 

Teens & Fun Around God’s Word:  
Join other Christian teens from our area for 
WELS Youth Night at St. Mark in Eau Claire this 
Sunday, October 23rd. Designed to be like a 
local Youth Rally, the event will include games 
and fun fellowship, worship, and Bible study. 
Plan to meet here at St. John’s at 5:00 p.m. 
We will drive to Eau Claire for supper, and be 
at St. Mark from 6:30-8:30 that evening before 
driving home. Contact Linda Biebert if you 
would like to be part of the fun and don’t 
hesitate to bring a friend! 
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Fall Dinner Wrap-Up:  We would like to thank all who attended 

the Fall Dinner last Sunday. We served about 260 people, and after 
expenses, $1,381.00 in free-will donations will be going to our 
playground fund.  
 
We would also like to thank all who donated food items and all who 
helped out in the kitchen and with serving. Special thanks goes to 
Grant & Darla Harder from Schmitty’s who donated the chicken and 
potatoes. 
 
We appreciate all the support! The Fall Dinner could not be a success 
without all your participation! 
 

Farewell:  You are all invited to join us for a farewell party for our 

two student teachers, Miss Hoffer and Miss Stobb (their last day with 
us is Friday, November 11).  
The farewell will take place on Sunday, November 6th, starting at 10:15 
a.m. in the school gym. There will be no adult Bible Class and no 
Sunday School that day. Light refreshments will be available. If you 
would like to give Miss Hoffer or Miss Stobb cards or monetary gifts, 
that would be great, but if you’d just like to come and say goodbye and 
wish them God’s blessings, that would be great as well! 
 

Honored Guests:  We want to once again thank our honored 

guests, Joel & Darlene Zschernitz, for all their help and support for our 
church, school, and ELC. 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Fri, Oct 21 

Faculty Meeting 3:15 pm 
 

Sun, Oct 23 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 
WELS Youth Night 
   5:00 pm 
 

Wed, Oct 26 
Chapel  9:00 am 
 
Grandparents Day Program 
   9:30 am 
 
School Dismisses at Noon 
 
End of the 1st Quarter 
 

Thurs-Fri, Oct 27-28 
No School-State Teachers 
Conference 
 
ELC Open for Childcare 
 

Sun, Oct 30 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 
Trunk or Treat 4:00 pm 
 

Tues, Nov 1 
Worship 6:00 pm 
 

Wed, Nov 2 
Chapel  8:20 am 
 

Fri, Nov 4 
No Public School-Alternate 
Bus Routes 
 

Sun, Nov 6 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Farewell to Student 
Teachers 10:15 am 
 
No Sunday School or Bible 
Class 
 

Mon-Thurs, Nov 7-10 
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
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Volleyball Wrap-Up:  Our volleyball 

season has come to a close. We would like to 
take this opportunity to thank our coaches, 
Mr. Allard, Mrs. Shadrick, and Miss Hoffer, for 
all their time and hard work. We also want to 
thank our drivers and referees, all the parents 
and players, and all who helped out in the 
concession stand. Thanks for your help and 
support!  
Please turn in your clean volleyball jerseys to 
Mr. Allard or Mrs. Shadrick as soon as 
possible. 
 

 
 
Picture Retakes:  Picture retake day has 

been set for Thursday, November 17th, for 
those who were not satisfied with the first 
picture and would like to get a retake. We will 
also be taking candid and sports photos that 
day for the yearbook. 
 

 
Shaylen Pierce 

The student of the week is Shaylen Pierce. 
Shaylen is in 8th Grade. She is kind, respectful, 
polite, helpful to her classmates, helpful to her 
teammates on the volleyball court, and was a 
big help at our Fall Dinner last Sunday. 

 
Congratulations Shaylen!
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